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Leadership Louisville Center now taking applications for   
Leadership Louisville Class of 2015 

Louisville, Kentucky (April 7, 2014) – Today marks the opening of applications for the Leadership Louisville Class of 2015.  
Since 1979, Leadership Louisville has ensured that the community’s most influential and esteemed leaders are 
knowledgeable about issues, well networked and passionate about the success of the region.  Many of the most dynamic 
leaders from all fields apply each year for the 10-month experience and only about 55 are selected to build a class 
representative of the community.  Applications are open through May 23, 2014.  Complete program and application 
details are available at www.leadershiplouisville.org.  For more information, contact Jennifer Stevens at (502) 561-5231 or 
jstevens@leadershiplouisville.org. 

“As the oldest leadership organization in Kentucky as well as the largest, we’ve graduated over 6,000 community 
leaders,” said Cynthia Knapek, president of the Leadership Louisville Center.  “The Leadership Louisville program is our 
signature program that inspires participants with a sense of ownership in a vibrant future for our region.  Now is the time 
for leaders to apply for the class and join some of our community’s most prominent trustees.” 

About Leadership Louisville:  Leadership Louisville is a transformational experience for both the participants and the 
organization they serve.  Class members commit one day a month to exploring the community and discovering what 
makes it distinctive, including government, education, economic development, social services and the arts.  Throughout 
the 10-month program, participants go on exclusive tours and have hands-on experiences, all with area leaders who take 
on our community’s biggest challenges every day.  Armed with new knowledge, connections and perspectives, Leadership 
Louisville graduates are prepared to take their places as effective community leaders.  See a list of 35 years of Leadership 
Louisville graduates.  Visit www.leadershiplouisville.org/leadership-louisville/ for more program details. 

Quotes from Leadership Louisville graduates: 
“From the exposure to places, people and new relationships, I’ve become part of the fabric of this community in a way 
that I never would have without Leadership Louisville.  The connectivity and passion that came up from our class was 
amazing.  If you have the opportunity to do this, you owe it to yourself, and more importantly, you owe it to your 
community.”  Tom Johnson, LL ’13, VP, Public Relations & Chief Communications Officer, Norton Healthcare 

“What a difference Leadership Louisville has made in my life and career! It’s made me more introspective and evaluative 
about my own personal leadership and I’m now better able to work with and empower my staff.  The most profound 
impact came from the group of impressive professionals in my class.  We shared wisdom, advice, life experiences and 
ways to help each other.”  Elaine Salvo, LL ’13, President, Assumption High School 

“The personal and professional growth opportunity by participating in Leadership Louisville is fantastic. You work with and 
are surrounded by some of the brightest minds in our community. The ability to participate with them in meaningful 
discussions on tough subjects and hearing their thoughts on continued development along with invoking change is 
special. It would be very difficult for anyone to go through the Leadership Louisville process and not find significant 
growth in yourself.”   Greg Fante, CSEE, LL ’13, Director of Sports Development, Louisville Sports Commission 

About the Leadership Louisville Center: 
Created in 1979, the Leadership Louisville Center is the region’s most valuable resource for leadership development and 
civic engagement.  Its mission is to grow and connect a diverse network of leaders who serve as catalysts for a world-
class community through dynamic programming and strong community connections. Over 6,000 community leaders have 
graduated from the Center’s programs that include Leadership Louisville, Focus Louisville, Ignite Louisville and Bingham 
Fellows.  In 2011, the Leadership Louisville Center was recognized as one of the top seven community leadership 
programs in the U.S. in a benchmark study by the Center for Creative Leadership, the “gold standard” global provider of 
executive leadership education and research.   
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